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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To form a sheet feeder in small size and to 
reduce its cost by judging a sheet not provided on a 
sheet loading means when a sheet detection signal is not 
output even with a lapse of prescribed time after a drive 
means is operated, in a detecting means. 
CONSTITUTION: When a cassette 4 is mounted in an 
image forming device main unit, an intermediate plate 
pressure motor 12 is operated, to turn an intermediate 
plate pressure plate 8. As a result, the intermediate plate 
pressure plate 8 turns an intermediate plate 5 with a 
shaft 5b serving as a turn support point. When a sheet 
sensor lever 10a is turned by an upper surface of a sheet 
6 on the intermediate plate 5, a sheet sensor 10 is turned 
on to output a sheet detection signal to a CPU 20. Here 
in the GPU 20, the sheet 6 is judged to be provided on 
the intermediate plate 5, to operate the intermediate 
plate pressure motor 12 after turning on the sheet sensor 10 till passing a prescribed time, 
and to stop operating the intermediate plate pressure motor 12 when elapsed the 
prescribed time. When the sheet 6 on the intermediate plate 5 disappears, since the sheet 
sensor lever 10a is dropped to a hole 5a provided in the intermediate plate 5, the sheet 
sensor 10 is turned off. 
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